Siam
pinions.   All three join hands*   They are the
queens of the Apsaras, doubtless, for a throne
has been prepared for them.   But they exchange
a mimicry of anxiety, and begin again to make
signs of appeal, always in the direction of that
same door. . . .   We have already marvelled at
seeing three.   Can it be that there are others
still to come ?   And now they appear in groups,
ten, twenty, thirty, decked like goddesses as
were the first, wearing on their charming heads
and shoulders all the treasure of Cambodia.
Before the three   enthroned queens, they
proceed to perform their ritual dances, which
involve little or no change of place, but consist
rather in rhythmic movements or quiverings of
the whole body.   They undulate like snakes,
these slender little creatures, their exquisitely
muscular bodies seeming to be without bone.
At times they spread out their arms in the
form of a cross, and then the serpentine undula-
tion begins in the fingers of the right hand,
flows through the wrist, the fore arm, the elbow,
the shoulder, crosses the breast, and continues on
the opposite side, following the other arm until
it dies at last on the tips of the fingers of the
left hand, overloaded with rings.
In real life these exquisite little ballerinas
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